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NYOTA provides a safe and loving home, daily nutritious meals, healthcare, and 
education for orphaned and at risk children in the Nakuru region of Kenya. Nyota 
means star in Swahili. The home is dedicated to working with vulnerable children 
and youth to help them reach their full potential and give them an opportunity for 
a brighter future. Nyota was founded in 2009 and is managed by Mission in Action 
in Kenya. 

WEZESHA EDUCATION 
FOUNDATION  
provides scholarships and mentoring 
to academically gifted, destitute young 
people to support their education from 
high school through university. In Swahili, 
Wezesha is the word for empower. We 

aim to empower motivated young people to use their skills to help others and 
make a difference in their communities – to be the next generation of role models 
and leaders. Wezesha is a registered non-governmental organization in Kenya and 
partners with Speroway, a registered Canadian charity. 

SPEROWAY provides food, education, 
and healthcare to disadvantaged children 
and communities in Kenya, Malawi, 
Haiti, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, 
Nicaragua, Nepal, and vulnerable groups 
in Canada. We strongly believe in a 
partnership model that works through 
the power of collaboration. By investing 
in local communities and leaders, we 
work towards lasting impact in the fight 
against global hunger, illness, illiteracy,  
and poverty. 
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Wezesha staff Joan and Peter with two volunteer Community Advisors. 



A YEAR OF CHANGE AND TRANSITION

2015 was a year of change and transition for 
Nyota and Wezesha. It was the seventh year 
since Nyota was founded - many of the children 
who came to Nyota are now young adults. It has 
been three years since Wezesha was launched, 
growing from 12 students to 70 scholarship 
recipients. 

Over the years, the family circumstances that 
resulted in many of the children being removed 
from their homes and brought to Nyota have 
changed. During 2015, Nyota’s social workers 
worked hand-in-hand with Kenya’s Children’s 
Department to carefully assess each child’s 
situation, search for extended family members, 
and determine opportunities where it may be 
possible to reunite them with their families. In 
many cases, financial assistance was required 
to allow these children to continue their 
education. As a result, many young people 
from Nyota have returned home. Others have 
left Nyota to attend boarding school and return 
home to their extended family during school 
breaks. 

In most cases, support for these young people 
have transitioned to Wezesha – their tuition 
and education support is covered, their home 
situation is monitored by the Wezesha staff, 

and they have joined in with the other Wezesha 
students and their families at the Wezesha 
family gatherings, held three times annually 
after each school term. 

These young people, for whom we provided 
a safe and loving home, nutritious meals, 
education, and healthcare are now with their 
aunts, grandparents, older siblings, or parents. 
While they do not have all the comforts 
they experienced at Nyota, being a part of 
their family and integrating back into their 
communities is more important. Although back 
with their families, in most cases they would 
not be able to continue their education without 
support. We are ensuring this happens. 

Mission in Action, which manages Nyota, is 
planning to expand their baby orphanage, bring 
more children to the home, and transition some 
of the older youth who lived at its adjacent 
project to Nyota Home. With Mission in Action 
covering the operating costs of the home, our 
focus is on expanding Wezesha and its ability to 
support more young people, including additional 
Nyota students as they move on to secondary 
and post-secondary education. 

Elburgon Secondary SchoolWezesha students Naomi, Dorcas, John, and Frankline



THE WEZESHA EDUCATION FOUNDATION 
empowers motivated and bright young people 
living in poverty who are high academic 
achievers, but whose families cannot afford their 
education. Wezesha provides scholarships and 
support so that they can successfully complete 
their schooling and create lasting change in  
their communities.

Wezesha has 70 students in its 
program, from primary through 
university. They are studying 
medicine, engineering, 
computer science and 
education in universities across 
Kenya. Without Wezesha, they 
would not be in school. 

Under the leadership of Peter Thairu, Education 
Director, Joan Kitoni, Coordinator, the Wezesha 
Community Advisory Council, and Speroway, 
Wezesha provides mentoring, monitoring, social 
gatherings and huge support to these aspiring 
and determined young people. They are coached 
in public speaking, leadership skills, study skills, 
and strategic thinking. All students are required 
to give back to their communities through 
volunteering during school breaks, and imparting 
their gift of knowledge to others. 

Their families are deeply involved in the Wezesha 
as well, attending Wezesha gatherings, forming 
their own peer group and providing the support 
and encouragement their children need to 
succeed. All families are required to provide 
some financial support, no matter how modest, 
to build their sense of financial responsibility and 
investment in their children’s education.

Wezesha is based on the fundamental principal 
that local people best understand their 
communities, their needs, and how to direct 
initiatives to advance their goals. 

Wezesha is locally managed under the 
leadership of a Community Advisory Council, 

comprised of five respected 
community representatives 
and experienced educators 
who live in the region around 
Nyota. 

The Council members identify 
high potential children, meet 
with the families, select 

the scholarship recipients and liaise between 
the school, the students and their families, 
monitoring students’ progress, mentoring, 
and alerting the Wezesha staff to any needs or 
issues.



Wezesha’s Objectives:

 » To empower high potential, disadvantaged young people with the 
education, values and leadership skills that enable them to lead change in 
their families and communities; 

 » To develop a peer mentoring and internship program to help these 
students succeed and integrate into the job market;  

 » To establish strong local control and accountability for Wezesha and its 
success and reinforce the importance of culture and societal norms to 
defining strategies that work;

 » To integrate families and guardians into its programs, so that they can 
provide vital support to their children and each other; 

 » To support young people who are deeply committed to using their 
education and skills to benefit society .

Wezesha provides support, including:

 » Scholarships: students receive financial support for tuition, uniforms, 
books, school supplies, and stipends.

 » Mentoring and Training: students receive year-round mentoring, career 
counselling, leadership development, and other life-skills training.

 » Community Giving: students demonstrate strong leadership qualities, 
a deep commitment to improving the lives of others, and being agents 
of change in their country. Students give back by volunteering in their 
communities.

 » Community Networking: students are connected through a network of 
support focused on long-term life-skills training, leadership development, 
and community giving.

Lydia and Beatrice GilGil Girls Secondary School



His Story

Samuel arrived at Nyota after losing both parents in the 
Sachanwan fire tragedy where over 100 people lost their 
lives after a fuel tanker burst into flames. He was left in 
the care of his elderly grandfather who could not afford to 
provide food, safe shelter, and for his basic needs. Samuel 
has been reunited with his family and just started his first 
year of secondary school in a boarding school. He spends 
time with his family on school holidays and dreams of 
becoming a doctor one day. 

His Words

“Education means everything to me, it means you can have 
a life. It means you can be somebody and you can help 
your family and community.”

Samuel

Their Story 

Duncan, Boel, Bonface, Weldon, and Gloria were brought 
to Nyota by the children’s department as their mother, 
who suffers from mental illness, could not provide for 
them. They are attending boarding school and have 
reunited with their elderly siblings who care for them. This 
is an extremely bright family, with every child performing 
at the top of their class. 

His Words

“Because I have education I can express myself and I have 
a chance to plan my future. I can be a leader. I want to 
give back to my family, my community, and my people.”

Duncan, Boel, Bonface, Weldon, & Gloria

LIFE-CHANGING STORIES 
FROM WEZESHA STUDENTS



Faith

Lydia, Mary, Samuel, & Jane

Their Story

Lydia, Mary, Samuel, and Jane lost both their parents. 
Their grandmother was living in extremely impoverished 
conditions and could not take care of them and the eight 
other children she was looking after. The children would 
often go without food. They are living with their eldest 
brother who is now able to provide basic shelter and meals

Her Words

“I need education so I can stand up for myself and have a 
future. I can help my family and be a meaningful person. 
Education is the one which changes lives.”

Her Story

Faith was abused and abandoned as a child and was 
brought to Nyota from the local children’s department. Her 
father passed away and her mother’s mental and physical 
health was not always stable. Her mother has greatly 
improved over the years and Faith is happy to be at home 
to help take care of her younger siblings.  Faith wants to 
be a pilot and will be the first in her family to finish high 

school.

Her Words

“I am a black beauty. I love smiling, I’m honest, open, 
and not very shy. I like singing and dancing, movies, and 
playing football. To me, education means my future can 
be bright. It can change my life and help me to help my 
family.”



Monica and her grandmother

My name is Monica Nymabura Wangui. My sister 
and I live with our old grandmother. Our mother 
died when we were still very young (I was seven). 
We were left under the care of our grandmother. 
Payment of school fees was a challenge since my 
grandmother is a peasant farmer who cannot even 
earn enough for our personal needs. I was sent 
home from school many times to collect school 
fees and thus I missed a lot of school. I have an 
ambition to go to university and pursue a good 
course, which would be useful to me and society. 
I also want to be a counsellor encouraging those 
who have lost their home.

Eunice

I am Eunice Nyambura Gathiru. My parents are 
casual labourers and when I am not in school I go 
with my sister to do casual labour, like washing 
clothes for other people. Whatever we earn we 
add to our school fees so as to reduce the arrears. 
When my parents have no work we suffer a lot, 
because we depend on them. We sometimes 
sleep hungry and wear worn out clothes for lack 
of money. Sometimes we lack money for paraffin, 
which makes me not able to read. My favourite 
subjects are physics and English. I like physics 
very much because it will determine what I will be 
in future, and English because it is an official and 
international language. When I grow up I want to 
be an engineer because I find it very interesting 
and I like physics. If you will help me achieve my 
goals I will help people who need help like me. I 
will also help Kenya develop its economy in terms 
of technology. 

Eunice has been receiving a Wezesha scholarship since 2013 and is now in her final 
year of high school, where she is achieving excellent grades.

Monica joined Wezesha in 2013. She graduated high school in 2015 with high  
marks and is waiting admittance to a top public university in 2016. 



Stephen

It is very kind of Wezesha to see that education is 
the only key to success for students like us. I come 
from a large family of six children and it has been 
a struggle for my parents. The difficult situation 
in my family has made us go without food since 
my father’s little earnings have not been capable 
of educating us or providing for our basic needs. 
My mother has put up a strong fight against the 
situation and roasts maize to earn money to fill our 
stomachs. My academic results inspire me to apply 
for a scholarship. My objective is to attend a good 
university so that I get a valuable education that 
will help my family escape poverty. I hope to learn 
law so that I can become a lawyer so that I can 
execute reasonable justice for my country.

Frankline

I am Frankline Ochieng. I come from a humble 
family of six members, I being the eldest son. I 
dream to become a useful person in the future to 
the community at large. My parents work casual 
jobs, sometimes they can get work, sometimes 
they remain unemployed. If they have work they 
make around 200 shillings per day (approximately 
$2.50). Through hard work and resilience, I will 
make both ends meet. I want to be a doctor as I 
am really concerned with how people suffer from 
diseases and end up dying mistreated. I really wish 
I can help such people and liberate them from 
suffering. Wezesha has really helped me polish 
my future dream. It has made me see things that 
seemed to be impossible to look possible.

Frankline continues to study hard to reach his goal of becoming a doctor. 

With the help of Wezesha, Stephen graduated high school with excellent grades 
and is in his second year of university, where he is pursuing his dream of 
becoming a lawyer.



Students selected for the Wezsesha program 
are bright, talented young people who are 
determined to use their education to benefit 
the lives of others. 

Scholarship recipients receive year-
round mentoring, career counseling, 
leadership development, and other life 
skills training. 

 Lydia Klangari, Gilgil Girls High School

Peter Kinyanjui, Egerton University, Medicine Esther Wanjiru, Kijabe Girls Secondary

 Damaris Njeri, Waiting to enter 1st year university this Fall Tabitha Kuria, Recent graduate, Education 



Thank you for being a part of these life-changing stories!
In 2015, we received generous support from Maple Leaf Foods, West Face Capital, the 
John and Judy Bragg Foundation and many caring individuals. This includes many sponsors 
who have provided ongoing, loyal support. We also hosted a successful art auction with the 
support of a very committed volunteer committee, donations from 30 talented Canadian 
artists, Stephen Ranger, Simon Kattar, and generous corporate sponsors including BMO, 
Scotiabank, RBC, BCG and KPMG. 

Wezesha and Deloitte
Our scholarship recipients come from very disadvantaged families who are marginalized 
from the larger economy. Wezesha supports its university graduates to find employment 
that uses their skills and education and integrate into the public or private sector.  Deloitte 
has a major presence in Kenya, and the Nairobi office is working with Wezesha to provide 
internship opportunities for university students and potentially other kinds of support. It is 
very important that Wezesha build its network in Kenya and we are very encouraged by this 
growing relationship. Thank you Deloitte!

*  *  *  *  *

What does it cost to support a student through school?
Wezesha recipients all receive full board as part of their scholarship. The yearly cost to 
support a student with tuition, supplies, room and board, and the costs to manage Wezesha 
is $1,800 per student.

How are Wezesha scholarships awarded? 
The Wezesha Community Advisory Council is responsible for selecting high potential, high 
needs students in their respective regions. They meet twice a year to review all applicants 
and select new recipients of a Wezesha scholarship. Students must maintain a minimum B 
average to receive a Wezesha scholarship. 

How can someone support or learn more about Wezesha?
Wezesha is a registered non-governmental organization in Kenya and partners with 
Speroway, a registered Canadian charity. Canadian donations are tax deductible through 
Speroway. 

Donations can be made on line at speroway.com/wezesha, by phone at 1.877.382.2262, or 
mailed to 

Speroway 
P.O. Box 5009,  
Burlington, ON,  

L7R 3Y8

For more information on the Wezesha program, please contact Andrea at  
andrea.tang@speroway.com or Lynda at lynda.kuhn@mapleleaf.com.



a project of

Damaris Njeri Maina, 

Starting 1st year university this Fall


